Human beings worry.  Some of us worry more than others, but we all worry.  
But Jesus told his followers not to worry.  The command not to worry is repeated four times in our Gospel passage.
Jesus tells his followers that people who trust God shouldn’t worry.  Worrying is something that the nations of the world do; ie people who do not know God. But you know God, Jesus said.  So, really you have no need to worry.
Jesus uses images from creation to help us understand how we are to trust in God.  The ravens don’t have barns to store their food in.  The lilies neither toil nor spin.  And yet God looks after them.  They flourish even as part of God’s creation.
And that is because God’s creation is so good.  All living things are provided for because that’s the way it was designed to be.  And it was designed that way because God is a loving God.  God’s creation is his gift to us in love.
And today in church we explored some of the implications of that.  God’s creation is beautiful and it is good but we human beings are capable of utterly destroying it.  We mustn’t destroy it.  We must repent of what we have done and strive to protect the creation that has been given to us.
Striving is a word that appears three times in our Gospel passage.  Jesus tells his followers not to strive after food or clothing.  It is people who do not trust in God who strive after these things.  Instead, we should strive for the kingdom of God.
Because placing our trust in God is not a passive act.  It is not praying for God to do everything while we do nothing.  Placing our trust in God is an active trusting: it is a placing of trust in the purposes of God and joining in with what God is doing.
This is what marks out people of faith – people who trust in God.  People of faith join in with what God is doing.  They join in with the healing work of God; and the peace-making work, and the loving work, and the creation protecting work of God.  


If you were in church this morning you may have spotted that this evening’s reading from Luke’s Gospel is very similar to the reading we had this morning from Matthew’s Gospel.  It was lovely to have the children read the Gospel but I don’t know how audible they were where you were sitting.
I wonder how it felt for this morning’s congregation to reflect on God’s creation and the urgent need to protect it with a few members of the youngest generation worshipping with us?
Anyway, the passage from Luke’s Gospel we have this evening is very similar to the passage we had this morning from Matthew’s Gospel.  But the first bit is different.
Only Luke has the parable of the man with the barns.
The man has a blessed harvest because creation is good.  And so, he builds bigger barns to store his food.  But then he dies.  He never gets to enjoy his bounty.  
What is the message of this parable?  It seems that a classic ‘you can’t take it with you,’ message sometimes employed by older people as they spend their children’s inheritance.
But I think there is something deeper here. What else could he have done with his excess food?  It sounds like he did not consider sharing it with people who were hungry.  It sounds very much like he regarded his harvest as being solely for his own benefit and enjoyment.  It was his harvest and nobody else’s.  Maybe he needed to have the spiritual insight that this harvest was not entirely his, but rather, it was one that God was sharing with him.
God speaks in the parable and so we imagine the man with the large barns meeting his maker.  God says, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 
Should the man in the parable have conducted himself differently with an eye on what would happen to him when he died?  Do we need to strive for the Kingdom of God by following God’s word and being generous with each other so that we will be admitted into his Kingdom in Heaven?
I think that is certainly one way to look at it.  The Book of Revelation contains a number of images of heaven.  I love the image of the people casting their crowns before the Lord.  Things that signify wealth and status and achievement in our earthly lives will feel like nothing when we meet our creator face to face.  
But, I think that as well as striving for the Kingdom of God we hope to enter when we die, we also need to keep an eye on the Kingdom God is creating on earth.  Is it really a better life to live alone guarding your full barns from those around you than to live in community and share the bounty of God’s creation, joining in with what God is already doing.  Isn’t this part of the Kingdom of God we could be enjoying before we die?
I think it is when we strive to live in community that we find ourselves suddenly in the Kingdom of God.  
I plan for the future and that is why I set aside funds for a pension.  But I am not putting all my faith in my pension. I also spend time with my grandchildren who may well be involved in my care when I am older.  And I bring them to church to praise God and pray for his creation because there is a lot of work for us to do to strive to protect it and pass it on to future generations.  When we spend time building a community of faith on earth, are we not striving for the Kingdom of God?
In the visions of heaven contained in the Book of Revelation, the focus of all the people and all the holy creatures is on God.
‘Holy, holy, holy’, they sing in continuous worship, ‘the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come.’ All the focus is on the one who sits on the throne who lives for ever and ever.
It is when our focus is purely on God that we will find we have suddenly stopped worrying.  We will have found our place, our purpose and our peace.  This is the peace of God.  It is beyond our understanding.  But it is not beyond our reach.  Amen.


